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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Eamonn Pitts
The highlight of the Irish Chess Year was undoubtedly the European Union Chess Championships held in Cork in March, when a total of 13 Grandmasters and 20 International Masters competed. This was a wonderful opportunity for Irish players to meet international competition in our own back yard and many seized the opportunity. Irish Chess owes a big debt of gratitude to Michael Burniston, his family and Committee. 

On the competitive front, we have had both an Olympiad and a European championship within the one year. In the Olympiad in Calvia, Spain, in October 2004, Ireland’s men’s team were seeded 51st and finished in 43rd place, winning the grading prize for teams in Group C. Sam Collins performance earned him the IM title. The ladies team at the Olympiad were seeded 67th and finished in 80th place. The outstanding performance of Hannah Lowry O’Reilly earned her the title of Women’s Fide Master. She is the first Irish lady to earn any title. Irish chess congratulates both on their achievements. In the European Championships recently held in Gothenburg the men were seeded 32nd and finished in 32nd place. We did not field a women’s team. 

From an organisational point of view the following were the highlights of the year 

(a) The introduction of a Grand Prix series at Senior, Intermediate and Junior levels (we call them Formula One, Two and Three!!)

(b) The introduction of a new much improved web site, for which a thousand thanks are due to Mark Orr

(c) The return of a chess journal. This is a topic for which earlier committees had been criticised. Although it costs a significant amount of our resources, the final product has been much praised and is appreciated by members. Again our grateful thanks to the two young men who took on this job at the last AGM, John Healy and Kevin Burke.  

There were some low lights too. The Junior Committee did not function satisfactorily during the course of this year. And the Ulster Chess Union have again withdrawn from the Irish Chess Union. We hope that both these issues will be satisfactorily resolved in the coming year.  

Two other issues of note. The Committee have felt the need to suggest some changes to the Constitution of the Union. These are explained elsewhere on the website and will be the subject of an Extraordinary General Meeting, to be held before the AGM. 

For many years there have been difficulties between the union and one of its Senior Players, Mr Colm Daly. He was suspended from membership of the Union arising from actions he took in 2002. During June of this year, approaches were made to the executive to try to resolve these difficulties. As a gesture of goodwill during the course of these negotiations, I, as Chairman, lifted the ban on a temporary basis to allow Colm to play in the Irish Championships. The negotiations were later successfully concluded in that Mr Daly has apologised to a number of members for his actions in 2002 and has promised not to behave in a similar way again. As a result of these actions by Mr Daly, the Committee at its meeting on 7th August lifted the ban it had imposed. We hope that this will herald a new era of peace within Irish Chess.  

Two years ago the union at its AGM published a five year plan, which included several targets. These are reproduced below, with quantification, where possible of the extent to which targets are being met. 

Target : A system of ICU recognised coaches would be introduced. In place. 

Target : No of active male players with FIDE gradings over 2200 to be increased to 30 within five years (2003 level 20). 2005 level 22. Slow progress. Average grading of top four players has increased from 2454 to 2460.

Target : No of active female players with FIDE gradings over 2000 to be increased to 5 within five years. (2003 level 2). 2005 level 1. No progress. Prospect of attaining target, which may have been ambitious, nil.

Target : Increased number of weekend tournaments and further increase in participation levels (say 10% per annum) at existing tournaments. These targets are well on way to Achievement. Galway tournament a significant addition to the Calendar, while traditional Leinster based tournaments appear to be recovering. 

Target : Substantial increase in women players. There is a significant increase in women participation at under age levels, which is feeding into some increase in women playing at weekend tournaments. Increase could not yet be called “substantial”

Target : Annual income from all sources of Irish Chess Union  €50,000. (€18,000 in 2003).  Some progress but no sponsorship and prospect of recognition by Sports Council, low. Estimated expenditure in 2005 €30,000, achieved through higher fees but more particularly, more efficient collection procedures.   

To pillage a phrase from another source : Lots done More to do. 

Finally I wish to record the Union’s appreciation of the work done by Vincent Bissett, and Shannon Clements, who are stepping down from the Committee at this AGM. Vincent is stepping down from his position of rating officer, after many years service. He also acted as Membership officer for most of those years. Shannon has been Secretary for two and a half years. I don’t think members are at all aware of the contribution in time and effort that committee members make and in particular people in these two crucial positions. We owe them a great deal. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT - Shannon Clements
During the last year the Irish Chess Union (ICU) Committee met six times on 17th October 2004, 5th December 2004, 23rd January 2005, 10th April 2005, 19th June 2005 and 7th August 2005.

The Executive Committee were Eamonn Pitts (Chairman), Shirley Flynn (Vice Chairperson), Shannon Clements (Secretary), Gerry O’Connell (Treasurer), Johanna Lowry-O’Reilly (Junior Officer), Marion Vaughan (Munster Delegate), Pat Fitzsimons (Leinster Delegate), and Ronan Duke (Connacht Delegate).

The Operations Sub-Committee assisting the Executive were Vincent Bissett (Rating Officer), James Osborne (Membership Officer), Michael Crowe (Development Officer), Pat McCarrick (Public Relations Officer), Herbert Scarry (Arbitration Officer) and John Healy and Kevin Burke (Irish Chess Journal Editors). We were unable to fill the post of Tournament Director and this remained vacant for the term of the committee.

The 2004-05 year was very active with regards to tournament participation, with international representation at senior and junior levels.

Olympiad, Spain: Held last October, Ireland’s men’s team seeded 51st comprised GM Alexander Baburin, IM’s Brian Kelly, Mark Quinn, Sam Collins, Gavin Wall and FM Joe Ryan. They were finished in 43rd place. The women’s team seeded 67th of Suzanne Connolly, Gearoidin UiLaighleis, WFM Hannah Lowry-O’Reilly and Deborah Quinn finished in 80th place. Special thanks are given to GM Joel Benjamin for taking over as men’s team captain when NM Eamon Keogh had to return home.
European Team Championship, Sweden: Last month, Ireland was represented by a men’s team comprising GM Alexander Baburin, IM Brian Kelly, IM Sam Collins, and IM Mark Orr. The team finished 32nd (same as last year!) out of 40 teams.

World Youth Championships, France: Ireland was represented in the U-18 section by Emily Alfred (4/11) and Alex Lopez (6/11); in the U-16s by David Grzymek (3½/11) and Stephen Moran (3/11); in the U-14s by Catherine Danaher (4½/11) and Liam Normoyle (5/11); in the U-12s by Stephen Hanley (4/11); and in the U-10s by Robert White (4/11).
European Union Youth Chess Championships, Austria: Ireland was represented by Oisin Benson (3/9) and Jamie Flynn (4½/9) in the U-14 section, Shane Manning (3/9) in the U-12s and Robert White (5/9) in the U-10s
Glorney and Faber, Liverpool : The Glorney team finished 5th from 6 and comprised David Fitzsimons, Calum Leitch, Dara Murphy, Sam Osborne, and Rory Delaney. The Faber team was Susan Critchley, Sarah McCormican and Aileen Wallace, and they finished 4th from 6 teams.
European Club Cup, Turkey: Last October the Dublin Chess Club participated in this event. They were seeded 36th and finished 29th.

British Chess Championships, Isle of Man: Stephen Jessel (6½/9) took one of the places allocated to the ICU, finishing joint 8th. Other Irish players were Matthew Dignam (4½/9), James McDonnell and Michael Waters (3½/9). 

Junior Matches: A match between Ireland and Wales in Wexford saw Ireland winning all three sections (U-16, U-14 and U-12) by 36 points to 12. In Shannon Ireland played a team from Sussex, winning the U-16 and U-14 sections, but losing the U-10s.

Irish ‘title’ events included the following:
Irish Championships, Dublin: The senior championship was won by FM Colm Daly (8/9), the Intermediate by Killian Delaney (5/6), and the Junior by Colin Menzies (6/6).

Irish Junior Chess Championships, Longford: Held in March, the six sections were won by Matthew (U-19), Calum Leitch / Stephen Moran / David Grzymek (U-16), Liam Normoyle (U-14), Steven Hanly (U-12), Robert White (U-10), and Ronan Fenn (U-8).
Junior Interprovincials, Belfast: Held in March, Munster winning the U-19 section and Leinster the U-16.
Irish Veterans Championship: Held in August and won by Pat Loughrey.

National Club Championship, Ennis: The four team event was won by the Phibsboro Chess Club with Ennis Chess Club coming second. These two teams have accepted their position in the European Club Cup to be held in Italy later this month. Rathmines and Galway also participated.

Grand Prix: This year saw the introduction of a Grand Prix series at Senior, Intermediate and Junior levels. These were won by GM Alexander Baburin, Paul Kiely and Kenny McIntyre respectively.
There were also the regular weekenders throughout the year including Kilkenny, Bunratty, Gonzaga, Malahide, Belfast, Cork, Bray, Drogheda, City of Dublin, Galway and more. Thanks to all the organisers involved and to our Ratings Officer Vincent Bissett for having to go through all the results tables to rate them.

The inaugural European Union Championship was held in Cork as part of the European Capital of Culture for 2005. Many thanks and congratulations are given to Michael Burniston and his team for organising the first major international event in Ireland for some time. It is hoped that the event will also be held in Cork next year (potential sponsors are encouraged to contact Michael!). First place was shared by GM’s Zoltan Gyimesi and Mateusz Bartel, with the top Irish player being GM Alexander Baburin who finished joint 6th.

It is hoped that at the AGM someone will come forward to take on the role of Tournament Director, a position that has been vacant for some time. With the increase in the number of events now being held, it will be very important to maintain an up to date programme calendar for players and organisers to use.  A section has now being added to the website, which also has tournament reports and results cross tables.

Three players have earned FIDE titles over the last year. Sam Collins (International Master) and Hannah Lowry-O’Reilly (Woman’s Fide Master) at the Olympiad, and Alex Lopez (Fide Master) at Cork. Gerry Graham also achieved FIDE Arbiter and International Arbiter norms at Cork.

A significant development during the year has been the creation of a new ICU website, located at www.icu.ie. Many thanks are given to IM Mark Orr for his great work as webmaster in setting up and continued development of the many features on it. Thanks also to the first editors David McAlister, Vincent Bissett, Gerry Graham and myself for contributions to the content. It is hoped that as the site expands and more features are added, that more editors will get involved for key responsibilities.

A few months ago the Irish Chess Journal was ‘re-introduced’. Two issues have been sent out so far this year. It is planned that the publication will eventually be available on the website, in an ICU members only section.  This will reduce the high printing and postage costs. Many thanks are due to John Healy and Kevin Burke the editors for their work in producing the publication.

In 2003 the title of Senior Player of the Year was established. This is based on the following criteria: (1) Improvement in rating from September 2004 to May 2005; (2) Performance in the Irish Senior Championship; (3) Team, league and tournament participation; (4) Wider contribution to Irish Chess; and (5) Performance in International Chess and honours received. IM Sam Collins won the first award, followed by Stephen Brady last year. This year the award will be presented to Gerard MacElligott.

The development of chess in Irish schools has continued, and special thanks should be given to John Alfred and  Michael Crowe for their school leagues programmes. Hopefully through this promotion of the game, more young players will continue to play and get involved at all levels. John Alfred will also be introducing a rapidplay system, with up to date online rating.

At the June AGM of the Ulster Chess Union, their members decided to leave the ICU and plan on seeking international recognition with FIDE and the European Chess Union as the National Chess Federation for Northern Ireland.
Regarding disciplinary action, as a result of inappropriate behaviour by IM David Howell at the Cork event, the ICU Committee have banned him from any ICU run events, and will recommend a ban on him by other tournament controllers, until the end of 2007. The ban that had been imposed on FM Colm Daly was lifted in August.

In other news of interest, FIDE has changed / modified some of the rules of chess. The most noted being that all moves must now be made on the board before recording them on the scoresheet.
On behalf of the ICU Committee I would like to pass on our sincere condolences to families and friends of our fellow players that have passed away since last year, as well as to Committee Members Ronan Duke and Herbert Scarry on the loss of their fathers. 

Finally I would like to give thanks to all the members of the Committee for their work over the last year, and to wish my successor and the new Committee the very best of success in continuing the development and expansion of the chess community.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Gerry O’Connell
Income and Expenditure

	YEAR ENDED 30th APRIL 2005

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	
	2005 
	2004 
	
	
	INCOME
	
	2005 
	2004 

	
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Journal Expenditure
	
	4,959
	0
	
	
	Membership Fees
	18,293 
	16,587 

	Players Grants
	
	2,500
	2,076
	
	
	Bank Interest Received
	1 
	1 

	Bank Interest & Charges
	136
	81
	
	
	Sponsorship & Donations
	0 
	100 

	Audit Fees
	
	200
	200
	
	
	Sundry
	
	0 
	0 

	Committee Meetings :
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Rent, Travel & Expenses
	703
	265
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	General Admin expenses
	3,692
	3,206
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Tournaments
	
	3,132
	3,240 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	FIDE Fees
	
	3,733
	1,918
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	ICU Website
	
	239
	16
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Publicity
	
	284
	284
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Lectures
	
	0
	405
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Sundry Expenses
	
	550
	64
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Junior Levies & Donations
	459
	240
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Excess of Income/
	
	(2,293)
	4,693 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	(Expenditure)
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	18,294
	16,688
	
	
	
	
	18,294
	16,688


Balance Sheet (Fred Armstrong   FCCA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ACCUMULATED FUND
	
	2005 
	2004 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	Opening Balance
	
	16,398
	11,705 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	Surplus (Deficit) for year
	
	(2,293)
	4,693 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Closing Balance
	
	14,105
	16,398 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	REPRESENTED BY
	
	 
	 
	

	
	Deposit Account 
	
	4,579 
	4,578 
	

	
	Current Account
	
	13,697 
	19,421 
	

	
	Cash on hand
	
	
	0
	0 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	Debtors
	
	
	3,447
	2,497 
	

	
	Creditors
	
	
	(7,618)
	(10,098)
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	14,105
	16,398
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	      While the above Accounts do not specifically provide for any costs associated with forthcoming events,

	      I wish to draw your attention and particularly the incoming committee's attention to some commitments

	      which were agreed by the recent committee, during the year :
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	      Provision for the European Team Championship 2006  €1,200
	
	
	 

	      Provision for the Irish Championships 2005  €2,000
	
	
	 

	      Provision for the Chess Olympiads 2006  €2,400
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


MEMBERSHIP OFFICER’S REPORT – James Osborne
Total Membership to date 906

Breakdown by category

Life Members           5

OAPs                      41

Standard                544

Unemployed           46

U18                       126

U12                       144

New members totalled 140 of which 82 were under 18.
Breakdown by Province

Connaught              73

Leinster                 519

Munster                262

Ulster                      35

Overseas                 17

In September 2004 I posted over 2000 membership forms directly to prospective ICU members. I also posted forms to all secretaries of Clubs .By the end of December 2004 I had received 550 membership fees, a further 152 had paid up by March and a further 153 by May 2005.

I would like to thank all tournament controllers and club secretaries who helped to collect fees.  Over 60 memberships were collected at the Galway Congress at the start of the season. However, it remains a major problem that many players continue to play in tournaments and league games without up to date membership.

In May 2005 I posted reminders to members who had played in the 2004/2005 season but had still not paid fees. The response by the end of May was a further 34 membership fees. In June I followed this up with further postal reminders, resulting in another 33 membership fees.

 On receipt of fees, membership cards and rating breakdowns were posted directly to all members.  Members details were then entered on current ICU database and  forwarded to Vincent Bissett for inclusion in the ratings list.

RATINGS OFFICER’S REPORT – Vincent Bissett
Rating Season:

The ICU Rating Season runs from 1st September to 31st August each year.

Events are rated chronologically (by date completed)

Results of events are to be configured to a particular format so that the ICU Rating Program can then import.

ICU Rating Program…© Ray O’Brien (Limerick Chess Club)

The ICU Rating Program is updated on a regular basis to make available most up-to-date ratings to event controllers and selectors.

Annual Rating List:

The September Rating List is deemed to be the Annual Rating List, and often called the Season Start Rating, and used by League Controllers for their respective Provincial League and Selectors in determining selection of players for national and international events for individuals and teams.

League Controllers:

League Master, the program for recording league results was designed specifically to produce a data file from which the ICU Rating Program can import.

League Master…© Ray O’Brien (Limerick Chess Club)

All league controllers were supplied with a copy of the League Master program and can import player details from a database file (LM-DBF), produced by the ICU Rating Program.

Details included in LM-DBF: ICU No., First name, Last name, Club + Rating

LM-DBF_Sept04 sent to relevant league controllers in early October 2004

Tournament Controllers:

Swiss Perfect, the versatile pairing program, records results in such a way that a data file can be exported. The ICU Rating Program was designed to be able to import results from this file.


Swiss Perfect…© Robert Rozycki (www.swissperfect.com)

Almost all tournament controllers now have Swiss Perfect and can import player details from a database file (SP-DBF), produced by the ICU Rating Program.

Details included in SP-DBF: ICU No., First name, Last name, Club, Sex, Rating, Date-of-birth and ICU Membership status.

Updated SP-DBFs produced and sent to relevant tournament controllers:

Sept04, Jan05, Mar05, April05, May05 and July05

Clubs:

A letter was sent to 70 secretaries of active clubs throughout the country in early October 2004 outlining:

Sept04 ratings for all players in ICU Active database, last registered with their club

Offer to rate any events they are to play.

Players:

As players renewed their ICU membership for Season04-05, their rating-change breakdown for Season03-04 was sent out with their membership card c/o ICU Membership Officer (James Osborne)
Published Rating Lists:

The time-frame for Published Rating Lists (September, January and May) divides the season equally into 3:

1. Start of Leagues season, and before the first regular weekender (City of Dublin in October) and should include rated results of all events from the previous season.

2. Start of calendar year, and before the first regular weekender in the New Year (Gonzaga in February), and should include rated results of regular events: City of Dublin, Munster Championships, Limerick Open, Braille Championships, Kilkenny and Ulster Championships.

3. After Leagues season, and a host of weekenders: Gonzaga, Bunratty, Cork, North Munster Championships, Malahide Millennium and Junior Championship events (Leinster, Munster and Irish)…all of whose results should be rated, and before the Irish Championships in July.

Lists include all current members, for that particular season, at time of posting


	
	
	Source and date

	Rating List
	Players
	ICO
	icu.ie
	ICJ

	Sept04
	797
	4/10/04
	
	

	Jan05
	396
	18/1/05
	
	March

	May05
	675
	
	5/6/05
	

	July05
	708
	
	
	August


Provisional Rating Lists:

A player must have played 20 rated games before he or she is eligible for an official rating. However, so that these players may have some indication of their rating strength, the ICU publishes “provisional” ratings for these players. Players should treat these provisional ratings with caution. In many cases the provisional rating is based on a handful of games, and when a player eventually obtains an official rating, it may be considerably higher or lower than the provisional rating.

Please continue to enter these players to events as U/G (ungraded).

Lists include all current members, for that particular season, at time of posting


	
	
	Source and date

	Rating List
	Players
	ICO
	icu.ie
	ICJ

	Sept04
	204
	4/10/04
	
	

	Jan05
	157
	18/1/05
	
	March

	May05
	199
	
	5/6/05
	

	July05
	198
	
	
	August


TICA (The Irish Chess Archive):

Webmaster: Mark Orr

Rating records viewable for all Irish players in ICU Active Database.

Data available from start of Season00-01 and is based on Annual Rating Lists.

Players can track their rating change from season to season, or can view ratings by club.

Sept04 ratings added 12/10/04

**Note: This list includes all players that have played at least 1 rated game in the last 5 years

ICC (Irish Chess Calendar):

http://meltingpot.fortunecity.com/melwood/0/
Webmaster: John Loughran

Details available of all rated events from start of Season00-01

RatedEvents03-04 added 12/10/04

ICO (Irish Chess Online):

**now offline**

Webmaster: David McAlister

Posted Rating List, Provisional Ratings and Events Rated for Sept04 and Jan05

Posted Final Crosstables for most weekend events (c/o Swiss Perfect)…this proves useful, as it allows players to confirm results are accurately recorded and thus correctly reported for rating

icu.ie (Irish Chess Union website)

http://www.icu.ie
Webmaster: Mark Orr

Editors: Vincent Bissett, Shannon Clements, Gerry Graham and David McAlister

Posted Rating List, Provisional Ratings and Events Rated for May05

All previous published lists, from Sept01, have also been posted and linked, allowing players to view their rating progress.

Final Crosstables for most weekend events have also been posted.

ICJ (Irish Chess Journal)

Editors: Kevin Burke and John Healy

Issue “February 2005”: Published Jan05 Rating List and Provisional Ratings sorted by player name, and list of events rated. An extra field was included for this list – RANK…Ranking of players was based upon standing of Irish players/members ratings in ICU Active Database (containing all players that played or have been an ICU member in the last 5 years)

Issue “August 2005”: Published July05 Rating List, incorporating Provisional Ratings sorted by club, and list of events rated.

Selections:

The selection of players for individual and team events, both nationally and internationally is an important part of official bodies function (for the ICU and each of the provincial unions). As such, the most up-to-date ratings are essential for Selectors and updates were provided to relevant committees:

Sept04, Jan05, April05, May05 and July05

April05 ratings were available for ISC (International Selection Committee) meeting 24/4/05

FIDE:

Rating Lists are published 4 times each year: October, January, April and July.

FRL-Oct04…100 IRL players

FRL-Jan05…101 IRL players

FRL-Apr05…103 IRL players

FRL-Jul05…108 IRL players

The ICU submitted 2 events for FIDE-rating this season:

2005 Cork EU Championships…rated for FRL-Jul05

2005 Irish Championships – Senior…to be rated for FRL-Oct05

Annual Rating List (Sept05):

Many results have been recently received and will be rated before release of Sept05 Annual Rating List…to be posted to icu.ie about mid-September:

	LCU
	MCU
	Club Champs
	Representative
	Foreign

	Branagan Cup
	Leagues04-05_Div1
	Drogheda
	European Team Champs
	4NCL

	Killane Cup
	Leagues04-05_Div2
	Elm Mount
	Faber Cup
	Badalona

	Leagues04-05_Div6
	Leagues04-05_Div3
	Limerick
	Glorney Cup
	Coventry

	Leagues03-04_Div5
	
	Malahide
	World Youth Champs
	HB Global

	Leagues03-04_Div6
	
	Phibsboro
	
	New South Wales

	
	
	
	
	Queensland

	
	
	
	
	South Wales

	
	
	
	
	Stiges

	
	
	
	
	US Open


Thanks:

Before I pass on my slide-rule and abacus I’d like to acknowledge some of the volunteer workers in Irish chess that have assisted me in my job with ratings:

For reporting club tournament and event results:

Bray/Greystones (Mervyn Honner)

Charleville (Noel Douglas and Gerard McAree)

Cork (Joy Burniston and Michael Burniston)

Drogheda (Donal O’Boyle, Frank Pentony and Andrew Thomson)

Dublin (Jonathan O’Connor)

Elm Mount (Eugene Donohoe, Donal Harrington, John Loughran and Ciaran Quinn)

Galway (Indranil Banerjee, Pat Croke and Ronan Duke)

Kilkenny (Maurice Buckley and Alan Dooley)

Lucan (Jim Murray)

Malahide (Tom O’Sullivan, Cormac Roche and John Shearan)

Phibsboro (Tim Conlan)

For reporting junior results:

Leinster Schools Chess Association: Michael Hanley, John Healy and Mark McGovern

Munster Chess Union – Junior Committee: Shirley Flynn and Michael Hanly

Irish Chess Union Junior Committee: Pat Fitzsimons, Johanna Lowry O’Reilly, Pat McCarrick and Brian Thorpe

For reporting league and tournament results:

Leinster Chess Union: Tony Bregazzi, Gerry Behan, Eddie Gahan, Jack Killane, Gerry MacElligott, Debbie Quinn, Peter Scott and Niall Whelan

Munster Chess Union: Frank Noonan and Marion Vaughan

Ulster Chess Union: David Houston

All-round controllers:

John Alfred, Shannon Clements, Michael Crowe and Michael Germaine

The really good guys…whose time, advice and service proved invaluable:

John Crowley, John Forde, Gerry Graham, David McAlister, Ray O’Brien, Mark Orr, Pat Reynolds and Herbert Scarry

Having served as Rating Officer for a number of years, I’ve become familiar with many of you players, purely through your results; so if you see me at an event and say hello and I respond with “Hi ICU No.xxxx”…this is actually a compliment (
Officer Reports – 4h September, 2005
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